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AY HAVE 8 the Liberty 
of tranſmitting to you my 
2 Thoughts at large concerning 
80 Cuſtom of Duelling ; 3 Conceiving 
it the beſt Manner of anſwering your 
propoſed Queſtion, © Whether it would 
* be more Beneficial to the State, to en- 
ee deavour to exterminate this Practice, by 
© inflicting cn Offenders the Severeſt Pu- 
<< niſhments that can be invented; (which 
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nn Hon ſay is rumour d to be intended 


or on the contrary, by a conſtant Con- 
2 nivance to permit it.“ 


Men you know, Sir, are impell'd to 
Society by two Principles, Inſtinct and 
Reaſon: The firſt (which they have in 
common with other Herding Animals) 
conſtrains them to, Aſſociate; the o- 
ther enables them to direct fuch Aſſo- 
ciations to the Benefit of the Members. 
The Governing Part of Societies owe 
to their Subjects Protection againſt other 
States, (one Univerſal Government ſeem- 


ing Impracticable) and the Defence of 


Particulars from the Injuſtice of Fellow- 


Subjects. Laws are the Inſtruments uſed 
for the latter Purpoſe ; but it being im- 
poſſible | for General Regulations to 
comprehend all poſſible Accidents, 
Caſes will neceſſarily . ariſe, wherein In- 
dividuals muſt be expoſed to Inſults 
from Individuals that are Remedileſs by 
the . Magiſtrate, Injuries prove greater 

or 
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or leſs in Proportion to the Senſibility 
of the injured Party; and conſequently 
that may cut one Man to the Heart 
which would not d:ſcontinuate the Skin 
of another. Thoſe who are moſt ſen- 
ſible of Inſults will with the greateſt 
Care avoid ſuch Miſbehaviour as may 

expole them thereto; and of Courſe 
muſt conſtitute a very valuable Set of 
Subjects, with reſpect to one of the great 


Ends of Society, the Peace of Particu- 


lars. The Principle of Honour then, fo 


far as it conſiſts in doing more, and 


(ſometimes by an unavoidable Recipro- 


cation) bearing | leſs; than the callous Ge- 


nerality, is by no means a ridiculous, 
but a laudable, Principle; and the more 
ſo, as it ſeems inſeparably connected 
with that Valour which is eſſential to 


the other great End of Society, the 


Defence of its Members from external 
Attacks. Every Subject in Caſes where- 
in he ceaſes to be protected by the 
Government rationally ceaſes to be a 

" Ba” Subject, 
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Subject, reverts conſequently into a State 


of Nature, and has a Right to exert his 
own Wiſdom and Courage in his De- 


5 Hence doubtleſs has ariſen. the Ne- 


ceſlity of Duelling ; = which is, or ſhould 


be, either a Manly | Deciſion of ſuch 
Differences between Particulars as come 
not within the Cognizance of the Laws 
of a Country, or an Honourable Puniſh- 
ment of Injurics irreparable by the Ma- 
giſtrate. This Cuſtom* therefore ſome 
8 2 Legiſla- 


® If it be | a that the Romans (and 
ſome other States) knew nothing of Duelling; 
it may be anſwered, that the Romans were 
alſo ignorant of many Points of Decency and 


Politeneſs, which more-improved Nations have 
found extreamiy expedient; and that it was 


from hence aroſe that Brutal Carriage of their 


great Men to one another, which ſurpriſes 


and ſhocks us Moderns. The Excluſion of 
this Practice too neceflarily introduced among 
the Romans Enormities of a deeper Dye, as 
will, be ſhewn hereafter. 
Cuſtodite Animas, et Nulli credite Menſe. Juv. 
 Interdum et Ferrg n, Graſſator agit rem. Id. 
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851 


Legiſlators tk particularly thoſe from 
whom we boaft our | Conſtitution) have 
adopted into their Laws; others have 
prohibited, and at the fame Time con- 
nived at; and none have ſuppreſſed, 
without introducing greater Evils than 
thoſe they ie. attempted to 
remove. 


But to avoid extreme Prolixity, let us 
keep at Home; and on mature Exami- 
nation we ſhall find, Sir, (notwithſtanding 


the oppoſed Clamour of Prejudice) that 


the Miſchiefs attending this Practice are 
Inconſiderable; the reſulting Advantages 
Important; the Enormities that will en- 
ſue its attempted Abolition Terrible; and 
that we much more want a Regula- 
tion, than a, ſeverer Prohibition, of it. 


The Inconveniences produced by Du- 


elling muſt either affect the State in 


general, or particular Members of it. 
The State can only be affected thereby, 
| Th 8 as 
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as it may be weakened | by the Loſs” of a 
Maltitude of Subjects, or of a few on 
whoſe ſuperior Abilities its Welfare may 


depend. But Nature, by the inſtinctive Fear 


of Death implanted in all Men, has ſuf- 
ficiently provided againſt the firſt Appre- 
henſion; as the ſmalleſt Skill in Calcu- 
lation * will evidence to thoſe Chime- 
rical Heads who imagine People will 
wantonly eee away their Lives. 
And in ſettled Governments the 


Current of Buſineſs ratis fo ſmooth, > 


that very moderate le” can ſtem 
it, without © the Afiſtance, and even to 


the Excluſion, of Extraordinary Merit. 
The State therefore rarely, very rarely, 


is a Sufferer on the ſecond Account. 
Particular Perſons and Families, it muſt 
be confeſſed, will ſometimes ſuffer through 


Duel- 


3» Were a Computation made of ſuch as have 
fallen in Duels for a Series of Years, the 


Inconſiderableneſs of the Number would ill juſti- 


y the extravagant Clamour raiſed about them, 


4 [ 


[ 


E 
Duelling; but, as it is a received Maxim 
in Politcks (and indeed an invariable Law 
of Nature) to ſacrifice the Good of In- 
dividuals to that of the whole whenever 
they claſh, (Government itſelf being liable 
to this Objection) they ought patiently 
to ſubmit, and conſole themſelves, as well 


as they can, with benevolent Reflections 


on the- Benefits thence accruing to . * 
Nation. 


Allowing it however Practicable t to e- 
radicate theſe Appeals to private Valour, 
is it not to be apprehended, Sir, that, in à 
Country fo free, and an Age fo licen- 
tious, as Ours, this Eradication would 
be pregnant with greater Miſchiefs than 
even a Permiſſive Conniyance at them ? 


The Leviathans of Riches and Power 


(who could well wage their Law at leaſt 


by means of a weighty Purſe and paw 


erful Intereſt) would be thereby: let 
looſe to Inſult and Oppreſs the Gentry 


of moderate Fortunes, however other» 
wiſe 
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wiſe independent. Every Brute of high 
Condition, when inflamed. by Inſolence 


or quotidian Wine, might diſturb with 
Impunity the propoſed Amuſement of 


Thouſands, No Woman, though ſur- 
rounded by Relations and Friends, could 


partake of a publick Diverſion, unob- 


noxious to Obſcenities and Afﬀeonte. 
Our Roads would aſſume a Face of 


War, whence each Regally retinued Mi- 


% would ſweep the flenderly accom- 
panied Clodius, And the ſportive Field, 
interdicted to Single Perſons, exhibit 


other Chevy-chaces. The timid Scoun- 
drel would no longer heſitate to com- 
mit the ſcandalous Breach of Truſt 
he before thought of with trembling : 
And the libidinous Villain deſtroy with 


| Boaſts the Peace and Honour of Families, 


by the inſidious corrupting of Maids 
and Matrons, Why not? The coercive 
Motive to Decency and Moderation no 
longer exiſts ; the Fence againſt Bru- 
tality and Inſolence is removed. 


But 
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But the entire Extinction of Duel- 
ing is, I am firmly perſuaded, Sir, 
impracticable whenever it has taken 
deep Root. For what Penalties can 
intimidate Men that evince themſelves 
ſuperior to the Fear of Death“ itſelf : 
Or Stigma Infame what Honour and 
> Reaſon approve? Innocent Deſcendents 
F may indeed, by a Fewiſh, Viſitation, be 
3 impoveriſh ": and diſtreſsd for a Fact 
9 Ahey could not prevent : But Marks of 
infamy would loſe their Nature on the 
1 Coat of Honour, and become more Glo- 
Z rious than the Ribbons of ill- acquired 
3 Favour or the Titles of Purchaſe. With 
Z however ignominious Words the Face of + 


I Virtue might be branded, the Senſible 


would, by an honeſt Witchcraft, read the 
Inſcription backwards. Nor need the 
„ modeſteſt 


; n 


— ———— AQuss ille Ti imorum 
Maximus haud rs Leti Metus : Inde ruenai 

In Ferrum mens prona viris, — Capaces 
125. M Lucan. 


126 3 
modeſteſt Man alive bluſh at being 
pointed out for One who had Bravely 
and Wiſely puniſhed an atrocious Injury 
irremediable by the Laws of his Country: 
I fay Bravely, becauſe the injured Ap- 
pellant puts himſelf on a Level with 
the Injurer; and I fay Wiſely, becauſe 
he thereby renders himſelf leſs obnoxi- 
ous to Injuries for the future. On 
the other Hand, in what dreadful Miſ- 
chiefs might not this vain Attempt be 
' fruitful ? We ſhould ſoon then Naturalize 


horrid Crimes, which, Spite of our Li- 


centiouſneſs, have happily hitherto been 
Strangers to us. For either, Inſtant 
Murtherous Revenge of dubious Inſults 
would foreſtall all cool Reflection, all 
poſſible Explanation, all friendly Interpo- 
ſition, and multiply the ten-fold Cala- 
mity: Or pretendedly Accidental, never 
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Fe 
|kreen the real Duels : Or Aſſaſſinations 
and Poiſonings, Enormities which every 
one muſt live in dread of, Enormities 
ſo much more frequent than Duels as 
there are more People capable of pay- 
ing a Murtherer than facing an Hoſtile 
Antagoniſt, Enormities which the gene- 
rous Duel has at yet only permitted us 
to be Ear-witneſſes of, would thence take 
their fatal Root and quick-ſpreading 


Growth. For the Cauſe of the Miſ- 


Ci fortune, 


in propagation of his ambitious Schemes, than 
to let them lay down their Lives in more juſti- 
flable Cauſes) endeavoured to the utmoſt of 
arbitrary Power to ſuppreſs Duelling. And 
the Conſequence of this Attempt in France has 
been, that Duels are there turn*d into Ren- 
contres ; That 1s, two Gentlemen, having had 
a Difference, agree to meet in ſome publick 
Place, and make an apparently accidental 
Quarrel, which they decide on the Spot; and 


in which the Spectators make it a conſtant 


Rule not to interfere. 


L 12 J 

fortune, the Principle of Vengeance,“ 
univerſally nor unuſefully inherent in Man- 
kind, will not by ſuch, or any other 
Methods be extinguiſhed, and will always 
operate by the moſt facil Means; which 
theſe deteſtable Villainies may, by ill 
judged Severities on infinitely leſs per- 
nicious Practices, become. | 


What 1 1 you will ay, is ta he 


done; what to be propoſed? What, Sir, 


but the erecting of a proper Court, a 


Tribunal of Honour, where proper 
Judges ſhall ſit to prevent the Calamities 
of which Duelling may be productive, 
or to exact proper Penalties of the pro- 
per Offenders? No longer let Men of 
Honour be haul'd before incompetent 
4 Judges, whoſe Stations incapacitate them 

| from 
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g The Principle of Revenge has this obvious 
Uſe, that by making its Poſſeſſors formidable 
it renders them leſs obnoxious to Injuries: As 


many Men would wantonly attack Sheep, whom 


nothing but Neceſſity could ſet on a Lion. 


4 
by 
5 , : 
5 
4 
I 
. 
25 
o "= 
143 
i 
4g 
7, 
GY 
2 
* 
v9 
3 
Wo, 
- 11 : 
_ 
+ 
1 
4 1 
1 
1 
et 
4 
2 


= 


1231 


from ſymphathiſing with the Accuſed, or 


entering into the Merits of the Caſe; but 
let them have the common Right of 
Engliſhmen and be tried by their Peers. No 
longer let the unfortunate Challenger, but 
he who made the Challenge unavoidable, 
be puniſhed. - No longer let a ſhameful 
Death be the Retribution -of an Action 
which the public Voice proclaims it. 
Infamous to Decline. The Deciſion of 
Men of adequate Character and Autho- 
rity would in moſt. Caſes after Inſults 
received prevent Duels; and where that 
fail'd, a due-proportioned Puniſhment ju- 
diciouſly and impartially inflicted would 
ſoon leſſen the F requency of the Prac- 
tice; and in Time, as far as it is 


poſlible, get the better of it. 


And here, Sir, I cannot pals unob- 
ſerved the peculiar, unparallel'd, Hardſhip 
of a very uſeful Body of Men among. 
us; you will eafily imagine I mean the 
Military. In our Army Commiſſions are 


bought, 


| 


| 
| 


ns £4 1 

bought, and at no mean Price; Officers 
by the Genius of the People are fre- 
quently expoſed to Ourrage, even in the 
very Execution of their Duty; that 
Nicety of Honour too, which alone can 
qualify them for their Poſts,” forbids 
them to affociate with thoſe among 
them of whoſe Courage there is any room 
to doubt; yet to Military Men our pre- 
ſent Courts ſhew no Lenity ; and if an 
Officer is unlucky enough once in his 
Life to fall in with a Wrong headed 
Man, he is reduced to the cruel Alter- 
native of loſing his Bread and Charac- 
ter in compliance to Civil Injunctions, 
or of being Executed as a Criminal for 


complying with Military Cuſtom. 


Thus you perceive, Sir, my Opinion 
that a perfect Abolition of the 
Cuſtom of Duelling, (the firſt Part of 
your Query) is at this Time Imprac- 
ticable; that a Connivance thereat, (the 


ſecond Part) would be more Beneficial to 


L483 


the Public than the Method in Uſe; 


but that a judicious Regulation thereof 
is indeed the Thing wanted. And to 
confirm Argument by Fact, , caſt. Four 


Eye over the 8 Ser. . 


Not far "nag Bath p< 8 5 A 


lived Honorius, a Gentleman of affluent 
Fortune. In his Youth he entered in- 
to the Service of his King, but quitted 
it on ſome Military Diſguſt, and 
retired to his Patrimony; where he 
paſſed his Time in the Enjoyment 
of rational Pleaſures, and «he Society 
of an engaging Woman who had en- 


rich'd him with two promiſing Chil- 
dren. Leonora, ſor ſo we may call Ho- 
norius's Wife, was ſtrikingly handſome, 


and wholly abſorb'd in her Love for 


her Huſband; and the Care of her 


Funny An Indiſpoſition made it ad- 
viſeable for her to viſit Bath, and the 


Obſtinacy of agg Caſe, neceflitated her 


Continuance there for à conſiderable 


Time. 


4 
| 
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Time. Here ſhe commenced an Ac- 
quaintance with Lothario; whole Cha- 
racter it will be proper to analyſe. 
Lorbario was a young Fellow of gen- 
teel Perſon, Dreſs, ' and Manner; whoſe 
Spirit ſoon diflipated a ſmall Fortune, 
and whoſe Senſe now ſupplied him 
with the Means of living without 
any. Women and Play were among 
his uſual Reſources; and he never 
ſcrupled to over-reach a weak Head, 
or to quarter himſelf on a weak Ha. 
He was not however himſelf Love - proof; 
and the firſt Sight of the beautiful Leonora 
inſpired him with a real Paſſion. His 
Experience in Womankind ſoon diſ- 
cover'd that ſhe was not one of thoſe 
that are to be carried by ſkirmiſhing; 
and finding the being well with = 
eſſential to his Repoſe, he reſolved * 
attack her in Form. His firſt 955 
was to inſinuate himſelf into the Com- 
pany, and Eſteem, of Honorius. He, 
„ and dai, entered 
into 


1 


C27 ] 
info an Intimacy, and e' re long into 
a warm Friendſhip, with the frai- 
dute nt  Artificer, At the Cloſe of the 
Sea on Lorhario accepted of an Invitation 
to ſpend ſome. Days at the Houſe of 
his new Intimate; and the intended Vit t 
of a Week was prolonged for Months. 
Hoanbrius's Happineks \ was now compleat ; 
he had | 801 (he thought) what alone was 


want] ng thereto, the Difintereſted, | the 
Sympath izing, Friend. Fs - | Felicity 


was | however interrupted by the Death 


of a Relation in the Weſi-Indies, who 
left Effects conſiderable enough to in- 


duce Honbrius to make a Voyage to 
Collect them. With the utmoſt Unwil- 


lingnefs then he parts from his beloved 
ife and ne yr acquired Friend; recom- 


% 1 Lit 


mending bis Family to her Care, to . 
Honour. the Protection of her, to bis 
Ad dolce the Management of all _ 
Her Huſband's 8 Departure overwhelm 

Leonera with Grief; which L 8 
tender Affiduity greatly alleviated, . and 


in Time diſpell d. When ſhe had re- 
D covered 


e 
covered her uſual Chearfulneſs, he took A 


favourable Opportunity and opened his 
Mind. He told her, he had been 


deſperately in Love with her from 


the Time he firſt beheld her, and 
that he had often, but in vain, ſtruggled 
to ſurmount a Paſſion that would be 


coeval with his Life; he confeſſed his 
counterfeit Attachment to Hunorius a 
mere Pretext to enjoy her Company: 


He acknowledged too (wich well-diſſem- 


bled Confuſion) his own Guilt; but impu- 


ted it to the irreſiſtable Force of her 
Charms and Merit, that had warped 
his hitherto inviolate Honeſty. Leonora, 


conſtitutionally Amorous, had always 


liked his Perſon; nor- was her Vanity 
diſpleaſed at. the Conqueſt of a Man 


Ol L:thario 8 tuppoſed Eftimation : g She 


received bowever this Declaration with 
unaffected Surprile, and had Conduct 


enough to enjoin him authoritatively | an 
eternal . Silence on its Subject. This 
he peoitently Promiſed. But he ail d 
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M 
not in a ſhort Time to lay hold on 
every Occaſion to break his Promiſe; 
'till at length ſhe conſented to a fatal 
Compromiſe, of entertaining him as a 
Sentimental Lover on Terms that ſhould 
be no ways Injurious to her Virtue. 
Lythario knew himſelf now ſecure of 
Victory, as the remaining Conflict be- 
tween Nature and Cuſtom could not but 
determine in his Favour. He accord- 
ingly Triumphed ſooner than may be 
imagined ; rioted awhile in unbounded 
Enjoyment; then recovered his Senſcs. 
Henceforward Lothario's De figns were 
rather on the Purſe, than Perſon, 


of Leonora. Loſſes at Play, Failure of 


Tenants, Diſtreſſes of Friends, ſome 
Pretence or other, never failed him for 
embezzling the Fortune of TLeonora's 
Huſband. However averſe, ſhe was ob- 
liged to co-operate with him: The 
Woman. who has made a Preſent of 
her Virtue to a Man is in no. Condi- 
tion to refuſe him any thing elſe. 
e 1 | Thus 
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1 
Thus managed the falſe Friend and 
ſeduced Wife, until Honorius, 0 cleaping 
contrary to their Hopes all Accidents, 


returned to England. When Lothario 


had Intelligence of his Lanſing, he pro- 
poſed to the terrified Leopora © Elop ps 
with ſuch of her Hushand's J Eitecs a8 


ſhe could get at, and commence 2 L Laws 


ſuit with bim for a Separation; pro- 


miſing her his Protection, and, by his 


Management, Succeſs. But, perceiving her 


{TY TTY 


altogether Wavering and [rreſolute, he a a= 


lowing Night, When Homorius cat 
home, he found his Wife Self-deſtroyed 


by Poiſon ; and a Paper by her, where- 


(he diſcloſed the Scene of Villainy, 


400 very ingenucuſly acknowledged her 


Criminal. Share in it. Hunorius'8 Buſi- 
ness was now the Purſuit of Totharia. 
H. for a Time evaded his Reſearches ; 
but when he judged Horius's 
firſt Fury ſomewhat ſpent, tired of * 


Fugitive Lite, he re-appeared at L:ndon. 


Thither 


1 


bandoned her, and her Houſe, the fol- 


[a] 


b Thither Honorius flies; and his Impa- 
tie nce of the pungent Injuries Teceived 
from Lothurio (his F "riendſhip abuſed, his 
Y | Subſtance waſted, his Family diſhonoured, 
b his beloved and once; loving Wife ſeduced 
1 and murthered) brooking na Delay, the 
| very Night of his Arriva he ſends him a 
7 Challe: n 5 in Writing for the nex t _ Morne 
ing. 

i Maſter of his Sword; glad too. to find 
| the Determination of ſo bad an Affair 
F put on o fair a. footing, he meets 
1 him accordingly : And Honori ins, | too, 
deeply injured, too juſtly enraged . to 
dall ly, at the firſt Onſet receives Lak 
ros Sword in his Left Arm, and 
Y plunges his own. in the Heart | of his, 
3 villainous F riend, For this Honori 7755 
= was ſeized, ingaal 'd, and brought to. 


rtharig was no Coward, and 


1 


Trial. He there endeavoured to juſti- 
| fy, or excuſe the Fact, by a Relation 
Jof his Provocations. £9thario had taken 
malicious Care that the Challenge ſent 


him ſhould, be forthcoming, the Judge 
therefore 
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* * 


s declared the 
Legal againſt Honorius, and the Jury, with- 
out Heſitation pronounced him Guilty. 
Intercefſion . Was not wanting 2 
Pardon; 3: -N a it was a prevailing 
Maxim with thoſe 
bew no Favour to the unhappy Du- 
elliſt, 15 proved ineffetual : 
norius, purſuant to his | Sentence, Was 
ignominiouſſy Executed, for doing what 
the General Conſcience approved, for 
Manfully | reſenting Injuries too big for 
Humanity to bear, though not provided 
againſ; by the Laws of ; the Land. 


Aug. 30, 1751. 
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Evidence fully 


1 will not add, | Sir, to the Loaneth of 
this Letter by apologizing for it; but 
ſhall rely on your Leiſure and Pati- 
ence to excuſe, „„ 


STR 


Your Fri nd and 8 ervant. 
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then in Power to 


And o- 
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INQUIRY 


2 Into the PRE T 5 NS IONS 4 
MODERN MANHOOD. 


In a Letter to a Young Gentleman. 


3 2 


— „ 


Rudem ſane Bonarum Artium, 6. Robore 
Cor poris flolide Ferocem. Tac. A. I. c. 3. 


2 View, 6 
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VO N GENTLEMAN. | 


£% $J0 E 8 T the complimentary Silence ö 
J 1 obſerved, during the Declama- 

tion a Nobleman lately made, in 
our ir Company, in Praiſe of Modern Manhood, 
be mifinterpreted by you as an Acquieſcence 
in his Sentiments ; leſt his Lordſhip's Station 


and Character act as authoritatively on your 


Opinion as they did on my Breeding ; or his 


N bias your Judgment, ere, perhape, 


E 1 | it 


i 
v 5 


it be ee informed; I intreat as a 


41 E Þ2: 
Friend your patient Peruſal of What follows. 


Vou are not. to a Sir, that Valor 
(whoſe important Merit is the Defence of 
ourſelves and others) conſiſts in braving Pain 


and. Death; nor that from the ſuperior Por- 


tion thereof which Men poſſeſs beyond 


Women, our Language has form'd the Word 
Manhood, expreſſive of Courage, or in the 


more limited Senſe of the active Exertion of 


Courage, and partially oppoſed to the Term 
Efeminacy, which then means a Degree of 
Timidity, excuſeable only in a Woman. 


In the early Ages of Antiquity (as Reflec- 


8 


tion will ſuggeſt to you, and Reading con- 


firm) Strength was eſſential to Manhood: 


ſo eſſential indeed, as commonly to be con- 


founded with, and miſtaken for, it. For, as 


be exhibited without Strength of Body; (tho' 


the leſs obvious Paſſive certainly could) and 
as it was apparent that many ſtrong Men 
were valiant; and as weak Men were incapa- 


citated from manifeſting the ſtriking Part of 
Courage; 


Active, Palpable, Fortitude, could not then . 


TEL. = 
Courage; it came to be vulgarly and falſely 
concluded, that robuſt Men were neceſſarily 
Heroes, and feeble Men Cowards ; and that 
Debility was Pufillanimity, and Robuſticity 
Valor. An Error that has deſcended in Part 
to theſe Times ; the Standard of moſt Armies, 
and of our own in particular, excluding thoſe 
| whom Reaſon and Experience find fitteſt for 
Service ; and eſtimating Men, like Cannon, 
by the Weight of Metal. 


Strength being thus confider'd as an Ear- 
_ neſt of the valuable Quality to which it was 
aſſiſtant, aſſumed a Claim to proportionate 
Reſpect ; to the Advantage of many a Giant, 
who was deficient enough in the inward Ge, 


though conſpicuouſly redundant in be outward 
and viſible Sign. 


Men uſed undoubtedly in their firſt Quar- 
rels as Arms, what Nature rather intended as 
the Means of uſing Arms: Hands em- 

tity. ployed 


— 2 — id. * 


n 23 E_ 


3 * Arma Antiqua Manus, ae es fuerunt; 
"Et _—_— et item Hlvarum Fragmina Rami. 
| LUCRET, I. 5. 
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| ployed in this Manner giving us an obvious 
Buperiority over all other Animals, for few of 


whom we are a Match i in the fir Miſemploy- 
ment of them. In fuch rude uninform'd 
Times, the Polluxers, or Boxers, were in 
Repute. But the Boughs of Trees ſoon fur- 
niſh'd a better Hint, and gave d to * 
Herculeſes, or 1 


The Defence of States amd Ambition of 
Particulars having by en cr reduced Ho- 


micide to an Art, Iron,“ and other hard 


Metals, were introduced 1 in 1 increaſing Loads; 
. both 


266. 


* 


T Yor The 8 of Luke the ancient Mannerof 
Boxing may read the Trial of Manhood between 
Pollux and Amycus, in Theocritus;, that between 
Epeus and Euryalus, in the Iliad; or that between 
Entellus and Dares, in the Aneid. In the firſt; 
Pollux, the Victor, aims, in oppoſition to the pre- 
ſent Artiſts, his Blows at the Head. Fhe Boxing 
of the Ancients differ'd alſo from that of the Mo- 
derns, in that it excluded Wreſtling, and was no 


Jeſt; the Ceſtuſes, with which they armed their 
Hands, being in reality mortal Weapons. 


Cum prorepſerunt primis Animalia terris, 
Mutum et turpe pecus, glandem et cubilia propter 
 Unguibus et Pugnis, dein Fuſtibus, atque ita porro 


8 ons 9 pelt fabricaverat Ulus, 
Hon. Sat. 3. 1.4. 


both as offenſive and defenſive Armour, Bo- 


dily Vigour was hitherto a neceſſary Canca- 


mitant of Heroiſm ; the Idea of a Warrior 
included that of a ſtout Man ; and a Battle 
for a long Time was little more than Picqueer- 
ing, or a Succeſſion of ſingle Combats. And 
though the Invention of miſſile Weapons af- 
forded weak Men of Courage the Means of 
doing ſomething in an Engagement, yet it 
was behind the Shields of the Ajaxes that the 
Teucers * eredted their Batteries, and on the 
firſt that the deciſive Hand- to-Hand depended. 
In order therefore to produce and promote the 
Strength of Limb requiſite in War, laborious 
Exerciſes and Sports were generally ſet on 
Foot and encouraged ; moſt of which were 
wholly Martial, and the Reſt had a manifeſt 
Tendency to Military Accompliſhment. 


This is the Hiſtory of Ancient Manhood ; 

which you perceive, Sir, was meritorious be- 

cauſe uſeful, Let us now examine whether 
the Modern has the ſame Plea for it. 

| Modern 
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Homer. 
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the World who have ſuperſeded it, Hence, 


4 
Modern Manhood is, Boxing, Cudgelling, 
Driving, Race-riding, - Hunting, Cricketing, 
Drinking, Slovenlineſs, &c. | Boxing, or in 
Terms of Art Bruiſing, being the principal 
Head of this Hydra, to which the others 
ſeem but Appendixes, we muſt ſpend ſome 
Time in its Inveſtigation; ſatisfying ourſelves 
in amends with a curſory View of the 
Reſt. e 
We ſhould doubtleſs entertain a bad O- 
pinion of the Head of an Artificer, who 


ſhould throw away his Inſtruments, and uſe 


his naked Hands, merely in order to work 
more like a Man ; yet the Cunning of the 
prefent Age, rejecting the Improvements of 
Experience, has retrograded to the Primary 
Manner of Fighting; on a Suppoſition of its 
being. the moſt courageous and equal ; the 
moſt courageous, becauſe Men depend on no- 
thing therein but their perſonal Ability; the 
moſt equal, becauſe it brings all Men to a 
Level. Hence has ariſen a Samſonian Me- 
rit, on which our Countrymen greatly value 
themſelves; nor a little contemn the Reſt of 


in 


tay | 
in Breach and Defiance of Law, publick 
Combats are exhibited for the Inſtruction of 
Britons in the exploded Science of Pugillation; 
which are crouded and idolized by the 
Vulgar, and I wiſh I could ſay unnoticed 
and uncountenanced by the Great. Hence 
the delicate Gentleman emulates with vain 
Attempt the Hardineſs of the Labourer ; and 
ſuffers himſelf, to be inſulted and battered by 
à Rabble he ought to deliver over to the 
Beadle. | | 


But Boxing is ſcarce ever, what it pre- 
tends to be, a fair Trial of Manhcod; 
on Account of the apparent Diſparity in 
Height and Strength; between particular 
Men; a Circumſtance to which the bholdeſt 
Bruiſers pay in their Matches a Puſillanimous 
Attention. Nor is Boxing itlelf ſo totally 
irrational, as not to admit of Art enough to 
turn the Scale when Size and Limb eqn 
ponderate. | 


The Claim of Bruiſing to Coutage will 
turn out too ill founded enough ; Becauſe 
(as Valor depends much on Habit, ſo that 

Fain * „„ 
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the Mariner on his proper Element ſhall 


laugli at the Danger that frightens the Land- 
man, who on Shore is perhaps leis timid than 
he) thoſe who accuſtom themſelves to 


decide all Diſputes by Methods that never 


endanger their Lives (which Boxers pro- 
feſs, though Accidents ſometimes deceive 
them) will be apt to be ſurpriſed and 


terrified at the Preſentment of mortal 
* Weapons, But it is only in the En- 


counter and Uſe of ſuch Arms that 
the Valor of Men can be ſerviceable 
either to the Publick or | themſelves, 
For, now that Human Ingenuity has in- 
vented Fire-Arms, Weapons which no 
other can oppoſe, and that leave no In- 
equality between Combatants, but of In- 
trepidity, Recourſe will inevitably be had 


to theſe on all momentous Occaſions, 


in Spite of the Fondneſs of our Goltahs for 
the obſolete * Boy:-play of Fiſty-cuffs, or 
| 5 of 


n 


7 


Multa Viri nequicquam inter ſe Vulnera Jaant, 
Multa cavo Lateri, ingeminant, et Pectore vaſios 
Dant Soxitus, erraique Aires & Tempora circum 
Crebra Manus, duro crepitant ſub Vulnere Male. 
ENE1D, l. 5+ 
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of their Averſon to Gunpowder, which 
they conſider (with Sancho-like Sagacity) 
as an unfair Inſtrument, They muſt: 
therefore conſole - themſelves with the 
2 of e s Fop: 


ee That it was great Pity, f ſo i was, 
4. That villainous Saltpetre ſhould be dug 
te Out of the Bowels of the harmleſs Earth, 
& Which many a proper Fellow had n 
9610. cowardly, | 2 


In Evidence of what 1s laſt advanced, let 
the moſt debilitated Deſperado turn out on 
Hhunflow=Heath, with a Pocket Piſtol, and 
he ſhall plunder and mal-treat every 
Champion that paſſes, from the Semibrute 
Waggoner to the Titled Broughtonian, who 
is alternately carr: ed and drubbed by his 
Chairman. So uſeleſs is the Ouran-Outang 
Defence of Hands become. 

©: UM „ oa 
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»The o- ou is a large ape in 58 Eaft- 
Indies, 


£36] 
But though this ineffectual Combat be by 
no means promative of real Valor, yet 
fails it not to render its Adherents inſolent 
and quarrelſome in the ſupreme Degree; 
inſomuch that 4 Gongregation of the Po- 
pulace is become ſynonymous to a Riot, 
and infallibly produces Breaches of the 
Peace. And in a Commonwealth where 
tbe Toe of the Peaſant continually galls. 
the Curtier's Kibe, where. the wanton In- 
ſults of the Mob make it ſcarce practi- 
cable for a Gentleman to walk the Streets, 
and dangerous even to travel the Road 3 
how inconfiderate, how infatuated, muſt 
the Gentry be to diveſt themſelves of the 
very flender Pre-eminence allowed their 
Rank, and voluntarily ſubmit to, and impo- 
litely encourage an inglbrious Equality 
with the meaneſt Rabble, in the Deter- 
mination of  Quarrels that are obtruded 


on them] Equality I ſhould not call it, for the 


Calloſity of Muſcle conſequential to and 
3 but by continued Labour, 
: makes | 


[OE 


wakes a deciſive Difference * againſt all 
Gentlemen; thoſe only excepted, who, by 
habituating themſelves to vulgar Occupa- 
tions and Diverſions, become indeed only 
Extravaſated Mob, Whereas would the Po- 
place of Diſtinction only diſuſe this mean 
Conteſt; which can never take Place in 
their proper Diſputes, and withdraw theit 
Countenance from thoſe Amphitheatres 
that are the vile. Seminaries of Inſolence 
and . Diſturbance ; the Magiſtracy, aware of 
their Illegality, would ſoon ſuppreſs them; 
and our Streets and Roads would in Time 
be freed from the Frays and Tumults 
that incommode them, and Particulars 
from. unmerited unavoidable Inſults. ft 


15 me * this Head with a 

8 denten of the Character of Milo, a 

Bruiſer of Rank, with whom you are 

well — he gr Sir, to Jadge of 
= Fitneis. f 


| Mib 8 an early Averſion to Li- 
terature and Politeneſs; and from the 


„, 


380 
Time he became Maſter of his Actions, 
conſorted with the loweſt Company; con- 
tracting thereby an habitual Love of their 
Exerciſes and Amuſements, for a Pre- 
eminence in which an Athletic Body qualified 
him, In the Country where he commonly re- 
fides, Milo Boxes, Cudgels, Fox-bunts, Rides 
Races, Drives, Rows or Punts, Drinks 
and Smokes. When compell'd as a Le- 


giſlator to be in London, he frequents the 


Amphitheatrical Exhibitions, Bunts, Drinks, 
Riots, and engages with Hackney-coach- 
men and Watchmen. Milo knows nothing 
of the Conſtitution of his own, or of 


the Hiſtory of other Nations; but he 


underſtands a Horſe or a Dog as well 
as any Jockey or Huntſman in his Coun- 


try. He deſpiſes genteel Exerciſes, and can 


neither Ride, Fence, nor Dance; but then 
he can Stich, Box, and play at Crichet. 


Milo, haſtening in his Chariot to the Se- 


nate, was impeded by the Impudence of 
a Carman. He gives and receives Ill- 
Language, warms, quits his Equipage, 

| FT i 
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ſtrips, and fights. He happened to meet 
with an Overmatch, was ſeverely handled, 
and gave out. When he went to re- 
cloath, he found that his Footman, bu- 
fied as his Maſter's Second, had ſuffered his 
Accoutrements to be carried off. Milo laughs, 
ſhakes his Conqueror by the Pau, gives 
him a Guinea, and drives home in his 
Shirt, chequered with Dirt and Blood, pur- 
ſued by the Acclamations of the Mob. 
Another Time Milo chanced to mix with 
a Company of Men of Faſhion and Honour. 
He preſently conceived an Antipathy againſt 
a little well-dreſt Gentleman, whom he did 
not know. Emboldened by Liquor (of 
which he always ſecures a Benjamin Portion) 
he commenced a Volunteer Inopportune 
Quarrel, reproached him with Effeminacy, 
and dealt a Blow. The Perſon ſo injured 
proved to be a Man of known Spirit. He 
retreated to his Sword, bared and pointed it 
at his Gigantic Inſulter, minding him of his 
Defence. Mb falls into a Panic, applies to 
the Company for een pleads his Igno-—- 

rance 
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ol 
rance of the Uſe of a Weapon that every 
Gentleman carries about him, and exclaims 


on the Cowardice of drawing on a naked 


Man. His Antagoniſt having given him ſome 


Correction with his Flat, retired. Re- 
covered from his Fright, Milo enquired who 
his Opponent was; and received Informa- 
tion: He then left the Company, declaring 
with an Oath, that the firſt Time he 
« met that Frenchified Pygmy without bis 
© Toledo, he would beat him ys + an Inch 
* of his Life.“ 

Boxing then it ſeems, - Sir, has its Ob- 
jections. But what can be ſaid againſt Hunt=+ 
ing? Hunting, that has Air, Exerciſe, and 
Horſemanſhip, for its Advocates ; Health 
and Strength for its Attendants. Let us not 
however be ſtun'd by Popular Clamour; 
Let us conſider whether Hunting in its pre- 
ſent State, is any thing more than Riding 

bard 


—— — 4 


—— —— 


Hunting was originally a Martial Diverſion ; 
and the Beaſts that were the Objects of its Pur- 
ſuit made it no ungenerous Warfare. 

Spumantemque dari Pecora inter Inertia Patis 

Optat Aprum,aut fuboum deſcendere Monte Leonem. 

 Aneip. J. 4 


L 4¹ 13 1 
Bard, and. leaping Sold; whether this Part of 
Horſemanſhip can ever be ſerviceable but f in 
a Flight from an Enemy, and whether any 
other is acquired by the modern Centauri, by 


their perpetual Incorporation with their Beaſts. 


Loet us examine whether Exerciſe may not 


| be puſhed to an Exceſs deſtructive of its very 
Intention, and ſo rend in Pieces the Machine 
it is deſigned to keep in Motion: The 
| Horſes therein uſed, ſurely prove the Fact, 
ka afford us a Document worth attending 
The Sports of the Field can certainly 
ny: defenſible only under rational Reſtrictions; 
and that muſt be a moſt invaluable Life of 


which my are the Buſineſs, 


5 The faſhionable Addiction too of our young 
Patricians to Plebeian Employments, and il- 
liberal. Diverſions, is a. ridiculous Folly, nay 
more, an | unpardonable Miſapplication of 
their Time and Talents. Yet you will un- 
doubtedly confider it, Sir, in a more indul- 
gent View than the auſtere Tribune, who, 
reproaching the worſt of Raman Emperors 
; with the wort. of Cui ys: Juenbies toge· 
SU ther 
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Our __ Lalling Mir ate guilty: off andther 
Miſtake, when too Mole-ſighted; £5; diſcern 
Elegance from Foppery, they eonclude bll, 
Taſte in Preſs to be Characterictio of Bffemi- 
nacy and Pufillanimity; and ſuppoſe Negli- 
gence and Naſtineſs to be Aſſurances of Man- 
hood. For they might reflect, that the ſame 
Spirit which 4mbitiotfly- diſtinguiſhes itſelf 
in Apparel, would not probably be dirtily 
- negligent of its Honbur; and | ſhould e- 
collect, that Finety in Dreſs is of Military 
Inſtitution, and has ſcarcè ever bebn diſcon- 
tinued among Warriors, from Hercules him- 
ſelt, who wore his Lioh-Skin R&be f&f Or- 
nament as well as Defence, to thei French 
Officer that dreffes equally well for a Balli or 
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an Action; that Arhitt is tepteſented as the 


deit⸗urelt Mah | in the Uran, . and 
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500M 6 cpi.(ſays he to Nero) male avrioida 


Matris et Uxoris, Auriga et Hiſtrio, et Incendi- 
arius extitiſti. 


521 C. to 


Tac. A. 13. 
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ta) 


( give a Inſtaner which: (hall make 2 


ſecontl Juperfiuous), that Julius Cgſar, the 


greataſt General and Stateſman the World 


N produged, Was alſo the greateſt Beau.“ 


537 1 1 2:3} £ | 1 275 
Hard-drinking being alſo 3 to the 


Conſummation of the Bruiſing Character, I 


ſhall. day hold on the Opportunity to point 
out to you, Sir, an indecent Cuſtom that has 


Jately,eftabuibed itſelf of ſlipping every diſ- 
orderly, Bacchanal into. the Places of public 


a hin that he might play the Fool no where 


Hu in his non Houſe: This Pactice frequently 


perverts our Diverſions into Tumults, and 


lubjects our Women to undeſerved Imper- 
tinences, and our Men to unprovoked Inſults; 


145 . 


«To — the unprecedented - kon bations 
made by Cæſar in the Roman Dreſs during his 


Youth, hear what Suetonius relates of him when 
he had” touched the Gole of Age and Glory: 
Calvitii ſui Deformitatem cum Iniquiſſime ferret, 
ex omnibusDecretis ibi à Senatu Populogue Honoribus 
non aliud aut recepit aut uſurpavit Libentius quam 
Jus Laureæ Corone 9 TY” c. 45: 

» Shakeſpear. 
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TJ 
le in illjadged Lenity is exerted,” at the 
Expence of the innoxious Sufferers, to the in- 
excuſeable Offender, who ought in Juſtice 
and Reaſon to be always compelled to leave 
the 22 he has thus violated. 
But you, Sir, forewarned 0 by my Aditwnition 
or ſecured by the happy Caſt of your Genius, 
will take no Mil for a Model of Conduct. 
You will reſerve your Courage for the Call 
of your Country, or your own Defence; nor 
enter into an irreputable Competition with 
the Dregs of the Community. You will 
reſign the Box to your Coachman, and the 
Racer (if you ever train 4 Galloper) to your 
Groom: You will look on the Field as the 
| Spot of rural Amuſement, not as the Scene 
of Glory: nor will you bluſh to make your 
Drefs (what it ſhould be) diſtinctive of the 
Rank you enjoy. So ſhall you be an Exception 
and Example to a depraved Age, and a De- 
light and Honour to your F riends: among 
the warmeſt of whom is, dear Sir, * ; 


Jun. 5, 1752. 


